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0N 18 DECEMBER AT 1317Z, A HORTH VIETHAMESE SURFACE-TO- AIR MI
BELIEVED TO BE BATTALION 51 OF THE 267TH SAM REGIMENT (UMLOCTAT
IN THE VICINITY OF OF 19-18N 1@5-28E OR 2)-1"N 1@5-15E, VN554
MISSILES AT A FLIGHT OF THREE B525((1)). THIS ENGAGEMENT PROBAR IHFLICTED
SEVERE BATTLE DAMAGE T0O A B52 WHICH SUBSEQUENTLY RECUVERED AT UTAPAU, THAILAND.
HORTH VIETNAMESE AIR SURVEILLANCE FACILITIES BETHEEN 133d AND 1322Z REPORTED
LIMITED REFLECTIONS OF A FLIGHT OF AIRCRAFT BELIEVED TO EQUATE TO THE B52S
ENGAGED BY THE SAM UNIT. TRACKING BY POSSIBLY THE 293RD RECUNHAISSANCE REGIWENT
IDENTIFIED THE TRACK, BELIEVED TO EQUATE THE LILAC FLIGHT, AS A FLIGHT OUF THREE
B52S5. THE INITIAL REFLECTION PLACED THE FLIGHT AT 19-48H 145-3E AT 13#4Z OH A
HORTHMARD HEADIHNG. THE NEXT POSITION REPORT REFLECTED TIIE FLIGHT AT 2@-28H
185-30E AT 13817, TRACKING CONTINUITY APPEARED Tl BE LOST AS THE THIRD POSITIOl
REPORT HAS NOT PASSED UNTIL 1317Z, WHEHN THE FLIGHT HWAS AT 19-42H 1@5-1AE. THE
ATRCRAFT TURNED AHD HEADED SOUTHEAST TO A LAST-HOTED POSITION OF 18-4l1H 185-57E
AT 1322Z. NORTH VIETHAMESE SAM FACILITIES DID HOT REFLECTION THE ACTUAL LAUNCH
AGAINST THE B52; WOWHEVER, AT 13347Z A SPEAKER BELIEVED TU BE AT BATTALIOH 51,
PASSED PRELIMINARY IHFORMATION COHCERHING AT THO-MISSILE SALVO LAUNCIIED AT A
FLIGHT OF B52S AT 1317Z. THE FIRST MISSILE WAS LAUNCHED ALONHG AN AZIMUTH OF 344
DEGRESES FROM THE SITE, THE SECOND ALOHG AN AZIMUTH OF 298 DEGREES. THE
SITE-TO-TARGET RANGES AT TIME OF LAUNCH WERE 32 AND 3@ KILOMETERS FOR MISSILES
ONE AHD THO, RESPECTIVELY. THE AZIMUTHS AND RANGES AT POINT OF INTERCEPT WERE
272 DEGREES, 29 KILOMETERS AND 278 DEGREES, 26 KILOMETERS FOR THE FIRST AND
SECOND MISSILES. THE REPORTED TARGET ALTITUDE HAS 1@ KILOMETERS. THE SPEAKER
REPORTED THAT THE MISSILES HERE DETOWATED BY MEANS OF PROXIMITY FUZE; FUZE
ARMING TIMES WERE 11.5 SECONDS FOR EACH MISSILE. THE FIRST MISSILE REPURTEDLY
RAN PAST THE TARGET TOWARDS DIRECTIOH 26d. MISSILE THO RAN TOHARD DIRECTIOH
29@.% IN COHCLUDING THIS REPORT, THE SPEAKER STATED THAT PERSONHEL AT THE SAM

—DBATTALION AHD OTHER UNIDENTIFIED $(UBSERVERS$ REPORTED THAT BOTH MISSILES
$EXPLODED MELL.$ COMMENT COLLATERAL SOURCES REPURT TIHAT OHE B-52 OF LILAC CELL
SUSTAINED SEVERE BATTLE DAMAGE, PROBABLY FROM SURFACE-TO-AIR MISSILES, AFTER
STRIKING A TARGET AT 21- 5?L§155 51E AT 1383Z. THE AIRCRAFT RECOVERED AT
U-TAIPAI, THAILAND. ((1)) A-29 ERITIC 1f-72 18/146A5Z AND FULLOW-UPS. XXHH 58#
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